
Picket Wire

A group of friends from our church took a 4-hour trip to La Junta in southeastern Colorado and stayed overnight
in order to take a tour of the Picket Wire site on Saturday morning, May 16. Access to this location in the
Comanche National Grassland area is restricted to tours by national government guides of the Forest Service in
the Department of Agriculture. Reservations are required and the number of attendees is restricted. The Picket
Wire site is described as the longest exposure of dinosaur tracks in North America, if not in the world.

The site is on the Purgatoire River, but English-speaking settlers had difficulty pronouncing the Old French
name and corrupted the name to “Picket Wire”. Visitors need to come in their own 4-wheel drive vehicles
because of the rugged dirt roads. The tops of the broad canyons are of a hard Dakota Sandstone Formation. The
valley bottoms have softer layers of shales and some hard limestones. Trees are juniper and pinon evergreens.

The Purgatoire River and Picket Wire dinosaur track site is in the right photo. The landscape was unusually
green because of abundant recent rain.

Our first stop was to look at petroglyphs: rock art
scratched into the dark “desert varnish” coating of the
lighter sandstone rocks by native Americans many
hundreds of years ago.

Nearby was a large
hollow rock in which
people could stand in
the hole. Below was
the river.





These are signs at the headquarters and at the track site itself. About half of the people on our tour used the high
water crossing to view the tracks on the other side, wading in quickly flowing water about 30 cm (1 foot) deep. I

did not cross the
water. Next are
photos of track
types and trails of
them. Note left-
right order of
footprints.



Rock Wren, singing from rocks, treetops

At another
location we saw
this sign and the
large copy of a
dinosaur bone
found elsewhere
in the area.

We visited the
ruins of an old
church and its
graveyard.

There is a saying, “When it rains, the desert blooms!” With all the recent rain there was an abundance of
flowers. I will start with three varieties of cactus and then show many flower varieties.



dead stems of the branching cactus

Colorado has a variety of terrains. The Gunnison trip report showed the mountains and high meadows. Eastern
Colorado is mostly flat in comparison but has areas of minor canyons as shown here. Both have enjoyable
beauties in different ways.
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